CHARLEMAGNE   AND   MOHAMMED
728, 730, 732, 752, 753; interrupted for a time by civil disturbances
in Africa,1 they were resumed in 827 under the Aghlabite Emir
Siadet Allah I, who profited by a revolt against the Emperor to
attempt a sudden attack upon Syracuse. An Arab fleet left Susa
in 827, but the Byzantines continued the war with energy, and a
Byzantine fleet raised the siege of Syracuse.
The Musulmans received reinforcements from Spain, and then
from Africa. In August-September 831 they took Palermo after a
year's siege, thus acquiring a defensive base in Sicily. Despite this
check, the Byzantines continued a vigorous resistance both on sea
and on land. They could not, however, prevent the Musulmans,
assisted by the Neapolitans, from capturing Messina in 843. In
850 the seat of the Byzantine resistance was carried, and Syracuse,
after a heroic defence, succumbed on May 2ist, 878.
While the Byzantine Empire was endeavouring to save Sicily,
Charlemagne was at grips with the Musulmans on the frontiers
of Spain. In 778 he despatched an army which was defeated defore
Saragossa, and whose rearguard was massacred at Roncesvalles.
He then adopted a defensive attitude, until the Saracens invaded
Septimania (793), when he established the Spanish March (795 )2,
which his son Louis, king of Aquitaine, employed as his base when
seizing Barcelona in 801. After various fruitless expeditions, and
in particular one which was led by the missus Ingobert in 810,
Tortosa also fell into Louis' hands in 1811. On the other hand, he
failed to take Huesca, and he advanceed no farther.8
The truth is that Charlemagne enountered an extremely vigorous
resistance in Spain; and Eginhard exaggerates when he declares
that Charlemagne occupied the whole country as far as the Ebro.
In reality he reached the river only at two points—in the upper
valley, to the south of Navarre; and in the lower valley, at Tortosa,
if we can believe that this city was really occupied.4
1 HARTMANN, Op. dt., vol. HI, pp. IJQ-lJl.
*	richter and koohl, Antialen des Frankischen Reichs im Zeitdter fa
Karolinger, p.i32.
*	elhnclausz, Charlemagne, Paris, 1934, pp. 326 et seqt    ,
4 Ibid., p. 330.
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